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Community Calendar
Los Ranchos Growers’ and Arts/Crafts
Markets
10:00 A.M. - Noon
6718 Rio Grande
Boulevard NW, Los
Ranchos, NM 87107
in the tennis court
parking lot

2013 Nativity Parish
Fiestas
Sunday September
8th. To help call
Nancy at 505-3218609. See story on
Page 3.

August 2013

ALAMEDA NORTH VALLEY ASSOCIATION
NEXT GENERAL MEETING
Thursday, August 15, 7 - 9 PM
Raymond G. Sanchez Community Center
Invited guests include:
Bernalillo County Commissioner Debbie O’Malley, District 1
Bernalillo County Commissioner Lonnie Talbert, District 4
We want this meeting to be informal to will allow a conversation with the Commissioners. Please bring your questions and concerns.
Updates on community issues will be provided.
Please share this information with your neighbor.

Raymond G Sanchez
Community Center
Events
Fiesta de Alameda October 2013 - Fun,
food, boxing, games,
a parade, & a car
show!
The newly completed community Mural on the northeast side of the
RG Sanchez Community Center.

Alameda News
AIBF Plans for an RV Park on Edith are cause for concern
by Edith Blvd. neighborsIts an annual sign of Fall here in Alameda. In mid-September
the annual pilgrimage of recreational vehicle owners start filling
hundreds of RV spaces on the old Los Angeles landfill site just
south of Alameda and east of the San Jose cemetery. They
arrive early to rent prime location space furnished by the Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta (AIBF.) The popularity of
the RV spaces has motivated the AIBF to secure another location on the far northwest corner of the AIBF park, The site
would be located on the west side of the AMAFCA channel
adjacent to Edith Boulevard. It would occupy 9 acres and contain 74 RV sites. AIBF has stated the RV sites would be used
only for Fiesta Volunteers and would not be a typical type of a
commercial RV Park.
Residents along North Edith and the Maria Diers neighborhood are reviewing submitted application documents and hope
the County Planning Commission will request that AIBF modify
the plans to protect the community from impacts. As written, the
application describes use that does not comply with the North
Area Plan.
As described, the RV park would only be used for a three to
five week period during the AIBF in early October. AIBF has
control of the Park for 2 months for their 10 day event and the
City controls all events the other 10 months of the year. These
events are having more negative impacts on the community.

West Nile Virus Healthy Reminder
Here are a few tips to help reduce your risk of exposure:

•

reducing the amount of time spent outdoors at dusk and
dawn when mosquitoes are most active;

•

having screens on your doors and windows to keep mosquitoes out; and

Seasonal Sightings Program from Bernalillo County Open
Space
Seasonal Sightings is a project that aims to engage citizen
scientists to help gather data on plants and animals along the
Middle Rio Grande Bosque Ecosystem. Specifically, the project is focused on seasonal changes such as animal migrations
and plants blossoming, known collectively as phenology.
These natural events help mark the seasons, excite amateur
naturalists, and provide valuable information to the scientific
community. The data will be made available to the wider public
through the development of a Seasonal Sightings calendar.
This project is ideal for budding naturalists, students and
people who just want to observe nature. To participate, post
your observations on the iNaturalist.org site, Seasonal Sightings Along the Middle Rio Grande project, or visit
www.bernco.gov/openspace to download forms on the Get
Involved page. See the attached monitoring form for birds as
an example. You can also download additional forms on deciduous trees and shrubs, grasses, invertebrates mammals,
reptiles and amphibians and wildflowers.

Alameda Studio tour October 11- 13
The Alameda Studio Tour will occur the 2nd weekend of
Balloon Fiesta - Oct. 12, 13. Studios will be open both
days 10 am - 5 pm. There will be a Preview Party on Friday, Oct. 11 at RGSCC, from 5 - 8 pm. You can see examples from all the artists at one location. Free admission.
Over 30 professional artists in the Alameda area are excited to share their works and studios with you on this tour
full of variety and wonderful quality. You can visit the studios to see blown and stained glass, painting in many mediums, jewelry, recycled art, photography, mosaics, printmaking, mixed media, and pottery as well as visiting a fine
chocolatier and both an alpaca farm and a llama farm,
where wool is spun and woven into wearable art.
More info at www.alamedastudiotour.com

•

emptying or eliminating water-holding containers (where
mosquitoes lay their eggs) such as tires, flower pots and
buckets.
For the latest information regarding West Nile Virus, please
call the state Department of Health’s Epidemiology and
Response Division at 505-827-0006, 8 a.m.— 5 p.m., Monday through Friday. Locally, you may also call 311.

North Valley Library Fire Update

Alameda Spray Park has been busy with hot weather this
summer. HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 11 am - 6 pm; Weekends:
Noon to 6pm.

The library remains closed as fire restoration and
replacement of damaged computers, furniture, and
library materials takes place. All carpet will be removed and replaced as well. Work has just begun,
and at this point there is no estimated completion
time or date set for reopening the building. The
public is asked to be patient as repairs take place.
Donations may be made by going online to
friendsforthelibrary.org. Your new and continued support is greatly appreciated. For more information, call the Main Library at 768-5141.

News about Alameda
EMERGENCY PHONE NUMBERS
Always dial 911 for Emergencies. Bernalillo County Sheriff North Valley
Area Command -- 341-9024 or 341-9035 Bernalillo Sheriff's Administration -- 768-4100 Non-Emergency Calls -- 798-7000

President’s Column - Steve Wentworth

Note: The following views are those of the author and not necessarily those of
the Alameda North Valley Association.
We hope all can attend our next meeting. Commissioner O’Malley and Commissioner Talbert have both confirmed they will be
attending the meeting. This will be a good chance for concerns to
be aired and information shared.
We hope the need for a north valley aquatic center will be discussed. You may remember that Bernco Park and Recreation
ripped out the only public swimming pool in the north valley a few
years ago and replaced it with a “splash pad” for young children
without consulting the community. Many learned how to swim at
the old pool, seniors used the pool for health therapy and many
others were happy to escape the summer’s heat by having fun at
the pool.
Expanded senior facilities are needed at the Community Center
for the projected increased senior population in the area. There
are not a lot of services offered for the seniors when compared to
the City programs. Long range planning was suggested for the
Community Center several years ago - but there was no follow up
by the Bernco Parks and Recreation Department.
Last year the fire in the bosque area showed the real need for
joint power agreements with the Pueblo of Sandia and other governmental groups to deal with health and safety issues. Emergency access issues for residents on far north Edith are a serious
concern also. These people have one way in and out of the area
and past road blockages showed that this is not acceptable for the
health and safety of that community. Problems with noise and
other issues from the Balloon Fiesta Park become worse each
year as people figure out they can have events at this Park that
are not allowed in other areas. Bernalillo County does not enforce
their sound ordinance when noise comes from this City property
and there is a lack of action by Bernco when other problems become apparent - Bernco and the City should be working together.
Road conditions on Bernco controlled roads continue to be problematic. Edith and sections of Second are becoming pot hole avenues while Bernco improvements on El Pueblo and Forth have
certainly improved the areas. If you see problems, contact the
Bernalillo County Public Works Department.
A new business, Family Dollar is being constructed on Second
Street. The adjacent neighbors opposed this use but were ignored
by the Bernco Planning Commission and County Commission.
The march of commercial businesses continues to the north with
zero regard for the character of the area. Bernco talks about economic development and the need for jobs - I don’t think we need
the low paying jobs with no future that many of these businesses
bring along with the destruction of the rural character of the north
valley. Poor economic development will certainly hurt the area in
the long run.
The Vista del Norte property planning is completed by the City
Parks and Recreation Department and Consensus Planning at a
cost of over $200,000.00 for planning a single playing field area
and parking lot. The 200K amount does not move any dirt or make
any improvements but starts the process of creating a grass field
and parking lot. This is an absurd amount of money in my opinion
for a over designed plan for the area. The community offered input and while many of the ideas were used others were ignored
with amenities added that were never considered priorities when
the community worked to save the property for youth recreation
fields and safe balloon landing zones. A Vista del Norte community leader said: “no plan is ever perfect”, I agree - we got a mediocre plan for 200K plus. Your tax dollars at work.

Mayor Berry’s Rio Grande Vision Plan (RGV) is opposed by
several respected environmental groups and by ANVA. We are
in a drought that scientists say will become the norm. The
Mayor wants to development the area that will allow more people into the area for recreation while ignoring the fragile condition of the bosque and wildlife habitat. A better idea would be to
spent limited funds on protecting and making the area safer not
on low priority, poorly planned recreational items.

Nativity Parish Fiestas - September 8
This year the parish celebrates the centennial of the beloved NBVM church. On September 8th, 1913, Archbishop
Pitival came from Santa Fe to consecrate the church after 7
hard years of construction efforts by devoted parishioners
were completed.
The Fiestas events include a dinner-dance held on Sept.
7th at El Pinto restaurant. Tickets may be purchased at the
Nativity parish office for $35 per person or $285 for a table of
8. Fiesta Day will be Sunday September 8th, 10 am - 6 pm.
There will be Entertainment, Games, Arts & Crafts and Food
booths and a Silent Auction.

Paseo del Norte Construction Begins in October
The New Mexico department of Transportation plans to
begin work on the north and southbound Paseo del Norte
exits at I-25 just after the Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta in October. This $93 million project will take two years to complete
and will cause major traffic repercussions for Alameda.

•

NMDOT is promising to keep two lanes of traffic flowing
into the interchange throughout the project. Construction outside the primary construction zone will begin in
mid-September. Major elements of the project are A
free-flow ramp to improve eastbound Paseo Del Norte to
southbound I-25 traffic movement during morning peak
travel time;

•

A flyover ramp to improve northbound I-25 to westbound Paseo Del Norte traffic movement during afternoon peak travel time;

•

An overpass at the intersection of Jefferson Street and
Paseo Del Norte to improve east-west access and local
traffic flow;

•

Bicycle and pedestrian improvements to provide a critical link across I-25 and connect existing paths in the
area;

•

Improved freeway access for traffic originating east of
the Paseo Del Norte/I-25 interchange; and

•

I-25 mainline improvements between the Alameda
Boulevard and Jefferson Street interchanges to improve
safety and traffic flow.
Kewitt New Mexico/Bohannan Huston Inc./Terracon, all firms
with a New Mexico presence have been selected as the Design Build construction team for the project. You can get
information about the project sent to your email address or
text message sent to your cell phone by signing up at http://
www.paseoi25.com/
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