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ALAMEDA NORTH VALLEY ASSOCIATION 
General Meeting - January 21, 2016, 7:00 PM   

Raymond G. Sanchez Community Center, 9800 Fourth NW 
 
Agenda items: 
 

1.  Alameda / North Valley Community Announcements 
 
2. Bernalillo County Announcements & Updates 
  

3.  New Mexico Legislative Updates  
 

a.   Senator Bill O'Neill Representative  
b.   Representative Sarah Maestas Barnes 
c.   Senator John Sapien 

 

This is your opportunity to meet and speak with your local legisla-
tor about any issues of concern you might have. Please join us for 
this neighborhood discussion of local issues. 

 
We invite you to attend.  

 
Please share this information with your friends and neighbors.   

   
If you would like to receive emails from ANVA, send us your email 
address at: anvanews@aol.com - address are not shared and are 
kept as private as we can.   
 

ANVA’s web site: www.anvanews.com  

Community Calendar 
Los Ranchos Growers 
and Arts Markets.  
www.losranchosartsandcrafts.c
om 
Winter Markets: 2nd Saturday 

of the month, Dec - April, 10 am 

- noon.  
 * 13 Feb 2016, 10 am - noon 
* 12 March 2016, 10 am - noon 
Market Tables a lot of choices 

of fresh, local produce and 
more! 
Arts and Crafters feature crea-

tive and unique all handmade 
by NM artists.  
For those who would like to 
participate contact: Sue Brawley 

at sbrawley@qwestoffice.net 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alameda North Valley Associa-
tion (ANVA) is a non-profit, non-

partisan, and non-sectarian Asso-
ciation. ANVA is a group of citi-
zens concerned about the north 

valley area. 
 
2013 Officers: Steve Wentworth, 

President; Vice President, Mark 
Rupert; Debi Hale, Treasurer; 
Mary Arrowsmith, Secretary; 

Karen Wentworth, Webmaster, 
Deb Potter, member. 
The Alameda News is published 

in months when ANVA holds a 
general meeting. ANVA Board 
meetings are held on alternate 

months. The ANVA website is 
http://anvanews.com 

EMERGENCY PHONE NUMBERS:       Always dial 911 for Emergencies.  
             Non-Emergency Calls -- 798-7000    
  Bernalillo County Sheriff North Valley Area Command -- 341-0030 
  Bernalillo Sheriff's Administration -- 468-7100    
  Criminal Investigations -- 468-7111,  Court Services -- 468-7140   

http://anvanews.com
http://www.losranchosartsandcrafts.com/
http://www.losranchosartsandcrafts.com/
mailto:sbrawley@qwestoffice.net
http://anvanews.com
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Fall Programs at  Raymond G Sanchez 
Community Center  http://www.bernco.gov/

community-services/raymond-g-sanchez-programs.aspx 

 
Before School programs (7:00am - start of School) We 
offer this program to Alameda Elementary and Sage 
Montessori.  
 
After School program (Dismissal to 6:00pm) The pro-
gram is offered to Alameda, Los Ranchos, Alvarado, 
North Valley Academy, and Sage Montessori. 
 
Parky’s Pals Per-School program (3 and 4 year old 
program). Monday – Thursday 9:00am to 12:00pm. 
Youth Boxing program: Monday – Thursday 5:30pm-
7:30pm (Free) Ages 9 and Up. 
 
Pickleball  - Monday and Tuesday 12:30-2:30 Wednes-
day and Thursday 9:00-3:00pm. Ages 18 and Up 
 

At-Risk After School Supper Meals Program 
in partnership with Bernalillo County and the City of 
Albuquerque to provide free hot and nutritious sup-
per meals to youth enrolled in eligible After School 
programs throughout the City of Albuquerque and 
Bernalillo County. 
 
According to Jason Martinez, Asst. Manager: “ 
We serve the meals to the kids from 4:00pm to 
5:00pm.”  All meals will be served on a first-come 
first-served basis. 
 
"So many children in our community go home 
to empty refrigerators and cupboards,” said 
Jenny Ramo, New Mexico Appleseed Executive 
Director. “The new afterschool meal program 
offers a wonderful new opportunity for children 
to get a healthy third meal, if they need it, with a 
bonus that more children may participate in af-
terschool programs.  Both the programs and 
the food will help our children grow and thrive." 
 
Senior Meal Site Bernalillo County Parks and Rec-
reation and the City of Albuquerque's Office of Senior 
Affairs sponsor a meal site Monday-Friday from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. These nutritious meals are available to 
all seniors. If you would like to order a lunch, please 
call the meal site before noon at least one day in ad-
vance. Meals are served starting at 11:30 a.m. Mone-
tary donations are accepted. Activities and may in-
clude: bingo, arts & crafts, ceramics, puzzles, exer-
cise, field trips, card games, billiards, swimming and 
computer activities. 

 For more information, call Noel at (505) 897-8896 

If you have any questions about the Raymond 
G. Sanchez Community Center, please call  

Anabel Cadena, Center Manager at 468-7800. 

Alameda News 

Jeff Potter, 1955-2015 
A life worth celebrating! Jeffrey William Potter, an active 
member and leader of the Rio Grande Chapter of the 
Sierra Club, died on Dec. 3, 2015, from brain cancer.  
 

Jeff was born in Los Alamos, on June 30, 1955. He 
graduated from Los Alamos High School, the University 
of New Mexico (B.A. fine art and B.S. biology) and the 
University of Georgia (M.S. Biochemistry). He retired 
from the UNM Cancer Center as a research scientist in 
2006. Jeff was a talented artist and scientist, a leader in 
the fine-art community and the Alameda North Valley 
Association.  
 

I had the great good fortune to have known Jeff from our 
days together as biology students at UNM. His passion 
for life was evident every day as he pursued and de-
voured his course work in both fine arts and biology.  
 

He shared his enormous enthusiasm for New Mexico’s 
natural world on field trips through the desert grass-
lands, the high mountains, and the rare and lush ripar-
ian oases. Jeff would pull me out of my myopic fixation 
with botanical and animal taxonomy and help me appre-
ciate and reflect upon the diverse, subtle and rich colors 
we encountered. As we walked across the landscape 
looking at the soil types and underlying geology that 
supported the enormous diversity of life, he would stop 
and marvel at the texture and shadows of the leaves, 
tree trunks, and streambeds. He would take out his 
sketch pad and capture the unique beauty of an ex-
posed tree root on the side of a dry arroyo.  
 

Jeff’s website, jeffpotterart.com, reflects his tremendous 
talent and love of the natural world. Guests to his 
site are greeted with a warm “WELCOME — Join me in 
an artistic journey where I explore and create works in 
pastel, oil, watercolor and also block prints and mono-
types. Subjects range from pastoral scenes to aerial 
views meant to highlight the vast space, form and light 
of the Desert Southwest. There’s also a non-traditional 
side of me too. Enjoy your visit!” 
 

Jeff hit the jackpot in finding his life partner, Deborah 
Ulinski Potter, a noted scientist and teacher. His 
joy in sharing stories about Deborah’s many accom-
plishments and her passion for the well-being of animals 
was always inspiring and uplifting. Jeff also loved to talk 
about the canine members of his family, who he claimed 
were nothing short of geniuses.  
 

Thank you, Jeff, for enriching my life! 

 

An article in the Rio Grande Sierran 
By Ray Powell, Former N.M. State Land Commissioner 
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News about Alameda 

President’s Column - Steve Wentworth 
Note: The following views are those of the author 
and not necessarily those of the Alameda North Val-
ley Association.  

     First, I want to note the passing of our good 
friend and ANVA Board member Jeff Potter. Jeff 
was our Alameda News editor and web site adminis-
trator. On page two of this newsletter is a very nice 
article about Jeff by Ray Powell, former NM Land 
Commissioner that was published in the Rio Grande 
Sierran newsletter. Jeff was one of the good guys, 
he will be missed.  
     At the last ANVA General meeting we we were 
privileged to have the Taylor Middle School Guitar 
Ensemble perform at the meeting. It was a great 
performance with about a dozen very talented mem-
bers of the group under the direction Liz Torres. 
Wouldn’t be nice if music and the arts were a big 
part of the education experience that they were 
long ago.  

     We want to thank David Bunch, Principal of Ala-
meda Elementary, Ray Barton, North Valley Acad-
emy, and Sandra Patterson, Principal of Taylor Mid. 
School for attending the meeting and providing up-
dates about their schools. (Information about the 
meeting can be found at www.anvanews.com) 
      New Mexico State Senators Bill O’Neill and 
John Sapien and State Representative Sarah 
Maestas Barnes have been invited to speak at 
the next meeting of the Alameda North Valley 
Association on Thursday, January 21 at 7 p.m. at 
the Raymond G. Sanchez Community Center.  
     Our Legislators will try to tell us about what we can 

expect during the 30 day legislative session. This year 

lawmakers will focus on passing a state budget and will 

determine how much capital outlay money might be avail-

able for special projects such as repair or renovation of 

the community center.  

      The license issue will be back once more. I hope both 

parties will make a real attempt to be reasonable and 

reach a solution despite the inane political posturing by 

both parties and the Governor. It should not be that diffi-

cult to reach a humane and legal solution.  
     When lawmakers determine the state budget for the 
coming year, they have to decide how much to spend 
based on how much revenue they THINK they state will 
take in. When the current budget was passed last March, 
lawmakers thought it would be reasonable to assume oil 
would be $46 a barrel and they built the budget based on 
that figure. 
     They were seriously wrong. Today West Texas crude 
oil is selling for less than $30 a barrel. That means the 
budgets of state agencies, public schools and universities 
for the rest of this fiscal year are greatly underfunded. 
There are two possible solutions.  - Continued >>             

Lawmakers can appropriate a huge amount of the new 
money they were expecting for this year to backfill the 
budget hole from last year, or they can demand public 
schools, state agencies and universities cut a lot from their 
current budgets. 
     Lawmakers also have tremendous pressure to expand 
Medicaid funding because it is desperately needed to handle 
health care for the low income families and the federal gov-
ernment will pay for most of the expansion. There is such a 
compelling financial case for expanding Medicare that the 
republicans and democrats have already agreed it needs to 
be done. But it will take money. 
     There is also huge pressure to increase salaries for 
prison guards, police officers and state employees. The 
prison guard problem is especially urgent because the state 
corrections secretary says they are running about 40% un-
derstaffed. That is because they can't keep employees from 
leaving for easier jobs. That also means the ones they do 
keep are working mandatory overtime - which means ex-
hausted guards and a prison system that is less safe. 
     State employees, who include public school teachers and 
university faculty and staff members, have had two small 
raises since 2008. The governor's budget only includes 
raises for police and corrections officers. It has no raises for 
school teachers, state employees or university faculty mem-
bers. The legislative budget has a one percent raise for eve-
ryone. 
     It's a bleak budget picture and the only way to improve 
the situation is to raise taxes somewhere, something almost 
no one wants to do. 
     That's why we will hear a lot about crime and drunk driv-
ers and legislative ethics. 
  
      No one wants to talk about the hard financial realities 
of the NM economy - it's just too depressing. 

 NM Ranks 49th in children's well-being 

 NM has the highest rate of children living in poverty in 
the nation 

 62% of 3 & 4 year olds are not in enrolled in preschool   

 79% of our children are not proficient in reading by the 
4th grade 

 43% of our children are raised in single parent families 

 Debt per capita: $3,468 (22nd highest)  

 Unemployment rate: 6.8% (2nd highest)  

 Median household income: $44,803 (8th lowest)   

 Poverty rate: 21.3% (2nd highest) 
According to Wall Street 24/7: New Mexico is one of the 
worst-run states in the country with some of the worst social 
and economic outcomes. More than one in every 10 house-
holds in the state earns less than $10,000 each year, the 
second highest proportion after Mississippi. The state has 
one of the nation’s highest violent crime rates. Close to 600 
violent crimes are reported each year per 100,000 state resi-
dents, one of the highest rates nationwide. Like a number of 
other states towards the bottom of this list, more people left 
New Mexico than arrived from April of 2010 through the mid-
dle of last year. Don’t forget about the worse drivers!  
As a native born New Mexican I do love the state!  
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Alameda News 
ALAMEDA NORTH VALLEY ASSOCIATION 

9135  Guadalupe Trail NW 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87114 

 
 

The Alameda News is published bi-monthly and is also available at our web site anvanews.com.  
  
Please contact us with concerns, story ideas, items of interest, etc. at:  anvanews@aol.com. 

The alameda news, a benefit for belonging to ANVA.  remember to please re-

new your  membership every march.    
name___________________________________________     date__________ 

 

address_______________________________________      zip code _______                               

 

phone____________________ email  _____________________ 

_________new $15  _________renewal $15 

 

interests:  education____  social activities_____  zoning____   newsletter___ 

community projects_____     

 

Make checks to: ANVA, mail to: 9135  Guadalupe Tr., NW, 87114 

 

THANKS FOR BEING AN INVOLVED MEMBER! 


